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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report has been prepared by Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd. on behalf of Grafton 
Issuer DAC. The report describes the archaeological and historical context of the lands proposed 
for residential development on a 3.056 hectare site on Carrickmines Great, Glenamuck Road, 
Dublin 18. The Carrickmines Great SHD development is located within the townland of 
Carrickmines Great, Glenamuck Road South, Dublin 18. The lands are located to the south and 
west of Springfield Lane, to the east of Cairnbrook residential estate and north of Rockville Drive. 

The objective of the report is to assess the impact of the proposed development on the receiving 
archaeological and cultural heritage environments and to propose ameliorative measures to 
safeguard any monuments, features, finds of antiquity or features of archaeological or cultural 
heritage merit. This report follows the results of a desk study and site inspection (Baldwin & Deery 
2021) and a geophysical survey (Licence no.: 22R0090; Leigh 2022) which were previously 
undertaken on the subject site. 

There are no recorded archaeological monuments within the proposed development site. The 
northeast corner of the study area borders the zone of archaeological potential for a ‘cross-base’ 
(DU026-018).  

Previous archaeological investigations have demonstrated that the wider landscape is rich in 
prehistoric, early medieval, medieval, and post-medieval archaeological monuments and sites. 
Notably, many of these sites had no surface expression and/or their exact locations or extents 
were previously unknown. The presence of six known fulachta fiadh (Bronze Age cooking sites) in 
the vicinity of the development site is unsurprising given the topography in the general area. Such 
sites are typically found close to streams, in former wetland or waterlogged ground and are 
commonly found in groups. Several streams are depicted in the general study area on the first 
edition OS map (1837), including one that flows across the property; this had been diverted to the 
field boundary ditch by the time of the 1871 OS map edition.  

The western part of the site is very damp and waterlogged and it is considered that there is a 
potential that earthmoving works in the site may reveal a fulacht fiadh or associated prehistoric 
sites. Geophysical survey (Licence no.: 22R0090; Leigh 2022) has indicated a potential feature of 
archaeological interest adjacent to this area which may be a fulacht fiadh. 

The majority of the waterlogged area will be a public open space, which will minimise the amount 
of ground disturbance required. The edges of it will be developed, however, and a terrace of 
houses is proposed at the site of the geophysical anomaly (Figure 13). 

The Carrickmines Great / Glenamuck South townland boundary corresponds with the 
southwestern boundary of the site where it abuts Rockville Drive. The proposed development will 
preserve a number of trees across the development with the aim of maintaining the urban/ rural 
character of the area, including the hedgerow which creates this boundary. This measure will 
maintain this cultural heritage feature as an existing tree-lined boundary within the development. 

It is recommended that topsoil stripping be undertaken at the site of the geophysical anomaly to 
confirm if it is archaeological and to determine its extent. Should it be confirmed as archaeological, 
this will be followed by a full excavation to be carried out well in advance of the construction 
works. Archaeological monitoring of earth moving works is also recommended across the site in 
order to identify any potential features not detected by the geophysical survey. 
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This will be undertaken with the supervision of a suitably qualified archaeologist under licence 
from the National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage (DHLGH). 

The developer will make provision to allow for and fund whatever archaeological work may be 
required at the site and the post excavation requirements in accordance with the National 
Monuments Legislation (1930–2004; Appendix 1). 

These recommendations are subject to the approval of the National Monuments Service, 
DHLGH All archaeological work is to be carried out under licence to the DHLGH.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. GENERAL 

This report has been prepared by Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd. on behalf of Grafton 
Issuer DAC. The report describes the archaeological and historical context of the lands proposed 
for residential development on a 3.056 hectare site on Glenamuck Road, Carrickmines Great, 
Dublin 18 (Figure 1). The site is located within the townland of Carrickmines Great, Glenamuck 
Road South, Dublin 18. The lands are located to the south and west of Springfield Lane, to the east 
of Cairnbrook residential estate and north of Rockville Drive (Figure 1). 

The objective of the report is to assess the impact of the proposed development on the receiving 
archaeological and cultural heritage environments and to propose ameliorative measures to 
safeguard any monuments, features, finds of antiquity or features of archaeological or cultural 
heritage merit. 

This report follows the results of a desk study and site inspection (Baldwin & Deery 2021) and a 
geophysical survey (Licence no.: 22R0090; Leigh 2022) which were previously undertaken on the 
subject site. 

  

Figure 1  Site location 
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Figure 2  Proposed site layout 

2. STUDY METHODOLOGY 

2.1. DESK STUDY 

The desk study availed of the following sources: 

▪ Record of Monuments and Places and Sites and Monuments Record 

The primary source of information for the desk study is the Record of Monuments and Places 
(RMP) of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH). The Sites 
and Monuments Record (SMR), as revised in light of fieldwork, formed the basis for the 
establishment of the statutory RMP pursuant to Section 12 of the National Monuments 
(Amendment) Act, 1994. The RMP records known upstanding archaeological monuments, 
their original location (in cases of destroyed monuments) and the position of possible sites 
identified as cropmarks on vertical aerial photographs. It is based on a comprehensive range 
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of published and publicly available documentary and cartographic sources. The information 
held in the RMP files is read in conjunction with published constraint maps. Archaeological 
sites identified since 1994 have been added to the non-statutory SMR database of the 
Archaeological Survey of Ireland (National Monuments Service, DDHLGH), which is available 
online at www.archaeology.ie and includes both RMP and SMR sites. Those sites designated 
as SMR sites have not yet been added to the statutory record, but are scheduled for inclusion 
in the next revision of the RMP. 

▪ The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland 

The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) identify recorded stray finds 
held in the museum’s archive. The files, which are donated to the state in accordance with 
national monuments legislation, are provenanced to townland and sometimes include 
reports on excavations undertaken by NMI archaeologists earlier in the 20th century. 

▪ Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Development Plan (2022-2028) 

The current Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Development Plan was consulted for a list of 
protected structures, the Record of Protected Structures (RPS sites), comprising schedules 
of buildings and items of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, 
social or technical interest that are listed for protection in the study area. 

▪ National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established in 1990 in order to 
fulfil Ireland’s obligations under the Granada Convention which states that ‘for the purpose 
of precise identification of the monuments, groups of buildings and sites to be protected, 
each Party undertakes to maintain inventories of that architectural heritage’. This building 
survey highlights a representative sample, and raises awareness of the wealth of 
architectural heritage in the county. The NIAH surveys can be reviewed at 
www.buildingsofireland.ie. 

▪ Previous excavations data 

The ‘Excavations’ bulletin published by Wordwell and on the website www.excavations.ie, 
was consulted for any previous relevant archaeological surveys and excavations that have 
taken place on or in the vicinity of the proposed development. The ‘County Dublin 
Archaeology Data viewer’ also provides excavation information for County Dublin in the form 
of a webGIS in which archaeological excavations are mapped with excavation reports 
provided. It is available at www.heritagemaps.ie. 

▪ Documentary and cartographic sources 

Documentary and literary sources used are detailed in the references at the end of the 
report. Historical maps were examined to determine the changing nature of the land chosen 
for the proposed development. Cartographic sources consulted for this report include the 
Down Survey map of the County of Dublin, the Barony of Rathdown and the Parish of Tully, 
c. 1656; Rocque’s map of County Dublin, 1760; Taylor’s map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816; 
and the first and revised editions of 6 Inch and 25 Inch Ordnance Survey maps. 

2.2. STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 

The following legislation, standards and guidelines were consulted to inform the assessment: 

▪ National Monuments (Amendments) Acts, 1930-2014; 
▪ The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended; 
▪ Heritage Act, 1995; 
▪ Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe 

(Granada) 1985, ratified by Ireland in 1991; 

http://www.heritagemaps.ie/
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▪ Council of Europe European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage 
(Valletta) 1992, ratified by Ireland in 1997; 

▪ Frameworks and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1999, 
(formerly) Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and Islands; 

▪ Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 2000 and the Planning and Development Act 2000; 

▪ National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015-2025, Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht. 

2.3. RATINGS OF IMPACTS 

Cultural heritage sites / landscapes are considered to be a non-renewable resource and cultural 
heritage material assets are generally considered to be location sensitive. In this context, any 
change to their environment, such as construction activity and ground disturbance works, could 
adversely affect these sites. The likely significance of all impacts is determined in consideration of 
the magnitude of the impact and the baseline rating upon which the impact has an effect (i.e. the 
sensitivity or value of the cultural heritage asset). Having assessed the magnitude of impact with 
respect to the sensitivity/value of the asset, the overall significance of the impact is then classified 
as imperceptible, slight, moderate, significant, or profound. 

3. THE EXISTING RECEIVING ENVIRONMENT 

3.1. ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE 

3.1.1. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1.1.1. NEOLITHIC PERIOD 

In the foothills of the Dublin Mountains, the evidence for archaeological activity extends back to 
the Neolithic period (c. 4000–2300 BC), which is characterised by megalithic tombs, in which the 
cremated remains of the communities’ dead were buried. A portal tomb in Kiltiernan (RMP 
DU026-019) is located on the foothills of the Two Rock and Three Rock Mountains. There are 
relatively few stray finds recorded from this period in the study area, a polished stone axe (NMI 
Ref. 1984:19) was found in Kiltiernan. This artefact of highly finished, fine-grained stone is typical 
of the Neolithic period, when they were used for cutting wood.  

Neolithic artefacts were recovered during excavations associated with the M50 motorway, 
including evidence for Beaker occupation (2460-2200 BC). To the east of the Glenamuck Road a 
prehistoric rock art site comprising three small boulders featuring cupmarks (Licence No. 01E0364) 
was identified during the motorway works. There is also a well-preserved portal tomb in 
Brennanstown (RMP DU026-007), approximately 1.6km northeast of the subject site which is 
noted on the first edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map and Taylor’s 1818 Map of the Environs of 
Dublin as a ‘Cromlech’. It has an additional set of side stones to the rear, which may suggest the 
presence of a second burial chamber (Deery 2006). This monument is one of several independent 
megalithic tombs which make up the Rathdown Group of the lower slopes of the Dublin 
Mountains (Powell 1941). 

Early Neolithic activity was identified in 2004 in Kilgobbin townland to the west. Two ditches, 
although mostly containing medieval pottery, also contained sherds of early Neolithic carinated 
bowls, representing the remains of at least three vessels from 4000–3600 BC (Dennehy 2004, 
Licence No. 04E0566). The sherds were fragmentary and abraded and although in a secondary 
position it probably represents outlying activity within the wider domestic landscape of Kilgobbin. 



 

7 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

Also in Kilgobbin, on the southern side of the Ballyogan Stream further settlement and burial 
activity (some of which dated to the late Neolithic/Beaker period) was uncovered (Hagen 2003; 
Licence No. 02E1173ext). In the neighbouring townland of Newtown Little, archaeological 
investigations produced evidence for settlement activity in the early, middle and late Neolithic 
period, and revealed two possible Beaker structures and a number of sherds of Beaker pottery 
(Licence No. 05E0655). This points to settlement and activity in the wider landscape that 
continued from the early Neolithic period to the early Bronze Age. 

3.1.1.2. BRONZE AGE 

Excavation evidence suggests a significant Bronze Age landscape was present on the lower slopes 
of the Two Rock and Three Rock Mountains. After the decline of the megalithic tombs, the 
tradition of communal burial largely disappeared. Instead, during the Bronze Age (c. 2300 to c. 
500 BC), individual burials were set in pits or cists (stone-lined pits), often accompanied by pottery 
vessels (known as food vessels) or other small grave goods or contained within large pottery urns. 
These sites could be under tumuli or cairns, set into natural sand hills or have no permanent 
above-ground markers. A number of such burials have been found at Jamestown, in what may be 
a flat cemetery (RMP DU026-015). The burials were encountered in a sand quarry where cremated 
bones were discovered in an encrusted urn; a vase was also found with cremated bone, while a 
further cist with a capstone contained unburnt bone accompanied by a food vessel (NMI Refs. 
1927: 45; 1927: 64; Waddell 1970, 83). References to other human bones and pottery sherds (NMI 
Refs. 1929: 1290; 1957: 126–9) in the area suggest that there may have been a sizeable Bronze 
Age cemetery in the sand hills of Jamestown. 

Archaeological excavations in Kilgobbin townland revealed a small Bronze Age cremation burial 
complex, incorporating two cremation burials, one of which contained a coarse pottery vessel, 
possibly of middle to late Bronze Age date (Hagen 2002; Licence No. 02E1196, 03E0306). Further 
excavations in 2003 in Kilgobbin / Newtown Little identified a second Bronze Age burial complex 
(Hagen 2004; Licence No. 03E0306) and a burnt mound, with associated activity in the form of a 
hearth, post and stake holes and a pit containing numerous fragments of prehistoric pottery of 
possible early–late Bronze Age date (Cryerhall 2004; Licence No. 03E0717). A single late Bronze 
Age pit was also identified as part of these investigations in Kilgobbin in 2004, along with the early 
Neolithic material noted above (Dennehy 2004; Licence No. 04E0566). A bronze palstave (NMI 
Ref. 1974:89), a slightly later type of flanged axe, was also found in Glenamuck.  

More recent investigations are revealing Bronze Age burial activity in Brennanstown, where 
cremation burial pits have been discovered on the Druids Glen Link Road (Duffy 2016; Licence No. 
16E0526). A penannular enclosure has also been revealed in Brennanstown as well as four pit 
burials containing urns, a cremation deposit and a pit containing a token deposit of burnt bone 
(Kavanagh 2018; Licence No. 18E0650). 

A significant number of fulachta fiadh or burnt mound sites have been uncovered in Carrickmines 
Great and adjacent townlands, some in association with other prehistoric features. The fulacht 
fiadh or burnt mound is the most common prehistoric monument in Ireland, with over 4500 
known sites (Waddell 1998) and generally consist of a low mound of burnt stone commonly in 
horseshoe shape and are found in low-lying marshy areas or close to streams. The presence of 
burnt mounds or fulachta fiadh is often indicative of Bronze Age seasonal communal activity in 
river valleys, lakeshores, and boggy ground; scientific dating of a randomly excavated sample has 
shown a predominance of second millennium BC dates for their use (Brindley & Lanting 1990). 
Archaeological investigations in advance of the M50 motorway construction in Carrickmines Great 
townland uncovered a fulacht fiadh and a burnt mound (Conboy 2002; 2006a; Licence Nos 
02E1130, 02E1188). Earlier works for the BGE Carrickmines to Bray pipeline in 1998, just off Golf 
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Road on the south side of the M50 motorway, identified a burnt spread, the probable remains of 
a fulacht fiadh, c. 925m northeast of ‘The Leys’ (Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 1999; Licence No. 
98E0445; this has now been identified as SMR site DU026-135). Given the proximity of other such 
monuments and the existence of a waterlogged area in the development site, the identification 
from the geophysical survey (Licence no.: 22R0090; Leigh 2022) of a potential fulacht fiadh fits 
within the context of the landscape at Carrickmines Great. 

Additional examples of such sites are known from the surrounding area, including two possible 
fulachta fiadh in Ballyogan (Breen 2003a; Conboy 2004; Licence Nos 02E0481, 02E1276), two 
fulachta fiadh in Murphystown (Breen 2003b; 2003c; Licence Nos 02E0699, 02E0153), a fulacht 
fiadh in Carmanhall and one Leopardstown townland (Breen 2003d; Licence No. 02E0330) and 
another in Carrickmines Great, along with a cremation pit (Tobin 2004; Licence No. 04E0773). 
Excavations in Jamestown townland uncovered a fulacht fiadh, with a sample of timber from the 
site producing a dendrochronological date of 2852±9 BC (Brady 1998; Licence No. 98E0119). The 
development of the Cherrywood SDZ is presently revealing further examples of this type of site, 
further attesting to the intensive use of the study area during the Bronze Age period (McIllreavy 
2018a; 2018b;McIllreavy & Tobin 2015; McIllreavy & Tobin 2016; Licence Nos. 15E0471; 18E0248; 
15E0469; Ministerial Consent No. E004640). 

A number of excavations in advance of the M11 motorway and various other residential and 
commercial developments in Cherrywood and Laughanstown have revealed an additional number 
of previously unknown sites further to the south that date to the Bronze Age. A Bronze Age ring 
barrow (SMR DU026-133) was excavated at Cherrywood Park II (Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 1999; 
Licence no. 98E0445). These burial monuments are typically composed of an external circular bank 
with internal ditch, surrounding a flat or domed interior. This example had no surviving bank, but 
within the mound were the remains of a supine juvenile burial, a collection of cattle teeth and a 
pit cremation. The ditch also contained a large number of burnt bone fragments. Further Bronze 
Age funerary activity was identified at Cherrywood, Laughanstown and Glebe, where cremation 
burials were excavated (O’ Donovan 1999; Ó Néill 2000; Seaver & Keeley 2003; Licence 97E0279, 
99E0523, 00E0283). The setting of these sites within the valleys of the Carrickmines and 
Loughlinstown Rivers during the Bronze Age indicate significant settlement activity in these areas 
and the potential for further discoveries in this area. 

3.1.1.3. IRON AGE 

An extended inhumation in a stone-lined cist was recorded in Loughlinstown (NMI ref. 1957:350), 
which probably dated to the Iron Age or early historic period. Excavations at Cherrywood revealed 
a Late Bronze Age / Early Iron Age burial enclosure (Ó Néill 2000; Licence no: 99E0523). Cremated 
human bone was recovered from the ditch, with one intact cremation found in the centre of the 
site. Blue glass beads, a fragment of bronze, a bone pin and an iron pin suggest an important Iron 
Age site. The site was later reused with some disturbance. 

A La Tène Iron Age site (c.200 cal. BC) was excavated during in advance of the construction of the 
South Eastern Motorway in Carrickmines Great. It appears to have been an open undefended 
settlement, comprising a round house (the first Iron Age example in County Dublin), an iron-
smelting furnace and associated domestic structures, while analysis of plant remains from the site 
indicates cereal growing (Ó Drisceoil 2007; Licence no. 02E0272). A pit-cremation of the 4th – 6th 
century cal. AD post-dates the earlier Iron Age settlement and is only one of two Irish cremations 
that have been dated after c. 400 AD (the other being at Furness, Co. Kildare). These cremations 
occurred at a time when other, contemporary burials appear quite Christian in character, though 
the associated beliefs are uncertain. 
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3.1.1.4. EARLY MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

A cross base (RMP DU026-018), which is probably early medieval in date, is located to the 
immediate north-east of the proposed development site in the townland of Carrickmines Great. 
The cross base now sits within the garden of a nearby farm-house. It is said that a cross at this 
location may have marked a route or a boundary between Tully to the east and Jamestown to the 
west. According to the National Schools’ survey, organised by the Irish Folklore Commission in 
1937, there was a tradition that the cross was buried somewhere in the vicinity. The trackway 
beside the house is known as the ‘Old Packhorse Road’. 

Early medieval activity has been revealed at Brennanstown where a series of ditches were dated 
to the 7th / 8th century due to the retrieval of a copper alloy pseudo penannular ring-brooch from 
one of the ditch fills. These inter-cutting boundaries indicate changing patterns of land division at 
the time. A cereal drying kiln dating to the 10th century demonstrates the cultivation of cereals in 
the area (Duffy 2019; Licence No. 16E0468). 

3.1.1.5. MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

The medieval period is well-represented in the study area, with the castle complex and village at 
Carrickmines c. 900m north (RMP DU026-005, National Monument), the status of which is 
mirrored in other tower houses in the locality, such as those at Kilgobbin (RMP DU025-017001) – 
which was also a frontier village of the Pale – and at Murphystown (RMP DU023-025). 

Carrickmines castle probably dates to the 13th century and was constructed in order to protect the 
southern marchlands of the city of Dublin from the Gaelic tribes who occupied the Wicklow 
Mountains. A branch of the Walsh family, to which the lands of Carrickmines had been given, 
garrisoned the castle. They were very successful agriculturists and military men (Ball 1902).The 
earliest known reference to it is in the 14th century, with records indicating it was “in waste” in 
1326 and was warded in 1355-6. Historical references show that in 1360, a troop of light horsemen 
under the leadership of Sir John Bermingham was stationed there. In 1375 a large force under the 
leadership of John Colton, then Dean of St. Patricks and Treasurer of Ireland (and later Archbishop 
of Armagh), stayed at Carrickmines on one occasion for 3 days, and on another occasion for a 
month. In 1388, forty mounted archers were stationed there, for which a contribution was levied 
from the distant lands of Fingal (Ball 1902). In 1441 Henry Walsh was allowed ten marks for 
protecting his liegemen. 

The 16th century found the Walshes in occupation either as tenants or owners of a wide extent of 
country, including Carrickmines and Glenamuck and they had become one of the most important 
families on the south side of Dublin. However, the lands were subjected to devastating attack from 
Irish tribes towards the end of that century when the property was in the custody of Peter 
Barnewall, a guardian of Richard Walsh who was a minor at the time (Ball 1902).  

At the start of the 17th century the Walshes were described as ‘a large and ancient stock and as 
men of note in the metropolitan county’, which was then ‘rich and plenteous in corn and cattle, 
and inhabited by a people of stately port and garb’ (ref. from 1642 in Ball 1902). However, before 
the middle of that century the Walshes’ prosperity was at an end. The part taken by the owner of 
Carrickmines Castle in the Cromwellian Rebellion of 1641 is not clear, but as a family the Walshes 
threw themselves behind the Irish side, and proved that they had become more Irish than the Irish 
themselves. Whether with or without the consent of the owner, Carrickmines became the centre 
for disaffection in the southern part of County Dublin, and the Walshes figure prominently in the 
depositions made by those who suffered losses during that first winter (Ball 1902). The lands of 
Glenamuck were assigned to Roger Jones, and at this time were inhabited by Gaelic Irish. 
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During that winter after the rebellion, the county of Dublin, south of the city, was in the hands of 
the rebels. Their defeat in February 1642 at Deans’ Grange meant that they fell back to 
Carrickmines Castle, preparing to stand a siege. According to Ball (1902), the rebels put up a brave 
fight for a day but eventually the castle was breached, and all within it, men, women and children, 
were put to the sword, and the castle was blown up and levelled to the ground (ref. from 1642 in 
Ball 1902). However, Petty’s Down Survey map of 1656 shows a substantial Tudor-type house still 
standing at this time in Carrickmines, as well as a number of smaller buildings, so the level of 
destruction at the end of rebellion may not have been as great as reported. After the Restoration, 
the Commissioners of Settlement awarded the lands of Carrickmines to the Earl of Meath. 

The castle at Carrickmines formed part of the defences along the Pale boundary. The Pale partially 
surrounded Dublin during the medieval period and was a defensive structure built by the English 
settlers to alleviate the constant raiding of their lands by native Irish tribes such as the O’Tooles 
and the O’Byrnes. The term the ‘Pale’ is derived from the Latin referring to a method of fencing 
using vertical wooden stakes or poles (Goodbody 1993). An act of Parliament of 1488-89 required 
the landowners of the time to construct a defensive boundary along the borders of the Pale. Thus, 
the construction of the pale earthwork was often undertaken to enclose an individual’s property 
rather than ensuring that the pale boundary followed a definite orientation or predictable 
structure. According to O’Keeffe (1992) “one might assume from the description that the 
earthwork ran more or less in a line from one location to the next, but the field evidence indicates 
otherwise”. 

3.1.1.6. POST-MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

While the subject site has remained undeveloped up to the present, the development of the 
surrounding environs from the mid-17th century onwards can be traced through cartographic 
analysis (see Section 3.3). 

The site at Carrickmines Castle continued to be occupied in the post-medieval period, with the use 
of a manor house, associated farmyard complex, and possible milling activity (Clinton 2002). A 
military camp (RMP DU026-127) was located in Laughanstown, c. 2km southeast of the proposed 
development, from 1794 to 1799. The camp covered 120 acres and billeted up to 4,000 troops. 
An earlier camp, dating to 1690, was occupied by the army of King James II and gave its name to 
Gun and Drum Hill where it was situated north of Tully Church. The later camp was established by 
the British government to defend Killiney Bay from Napoleonic threats. It was later used as a 
garrison during the 1798 rebellion. It consisted of two lines of encampment, with one on Gun and 
Drum Hill and one to the east over the current N11 roadway. Lehaunstown Road is a military road, 
probably contemporary with the camp. The camp was dismantled in 1799 and the troops 
dispatched to other garrisons. 

3.1.2. RMP / SMR SITES 

While there are no known recorded archaeological monuments within the proposed development 
site, the northeast corner of the site borders the Zone of Archaeological Potential (ZAP) for a 
‘cross-base’ (RMP DU026-018). The cross base, which is located approximately 21m from the study 
area is probably early medieval in date and is believed to have marked a route or boundary 
between Tully to the east and Jamestown to the west (Corlett 1999; Deery 2003). This granite 
boulder, containing a socket for a cross, is located in the front garden of a modern house, on the 
lands of Springfield Farm. It is level with the ground (boulder dims. L 0.76m, Wth 0.35m, D 0.23m). 
The socket is rectangular in plan (L 0.35m, Wth 0.20m, D 0.02m). According to the Schools Survey 
(1937) in the Irish Folklore Commission, there was a tradition that the cross was buried 
somewhere in the immediate vicinity (Ó hEalidhe 1959, 207). Archaeological testing at the site of 
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the cross base did not reveal any features and may indicate that the cross did indeed mark an 
early routeway (Dennehy 2004b; Licence No. 04E0114). 

There are ten additional recorded archaeological monuments located within a 1km radius, two of 
which are fulachta fiadh or burnt mounds. Works for the BGE Carrickmines to Bray pipeline in 
1998, just off Golf Road on the south side of the M50 motorway, identified a burnt spread, the 
probable remains of a fulacht fiadh, c. 820m northeast of the subject site (Licence No. 98E0445; 
now recorded as SMR DU026-135). A second burnt mound (SMR DU026-150) was identified during 
topsoil stripping for the M50 motorway in Carrickmines Great.  

Carrickmines Castle (RMP DU026-005005) and associated earthworks (RMP DU026-005001 – 004) 
is located c. 900m to the north of the study area. The castle probably dates to the 13th century and 
was constructed to protect the southern marchlands of the city of Dublin from the Gaelic tribes 
who occupied the Wicklow Mountains. Up to three stages of development were identified during 
excavation in 2001 (Clinton 2002). An earthen bank enclosure may represent an earlier ringwork 
enclosure, while a revetted rock-cut fosse (ditch) probably represents the 1355 re-occupation, and 
it is suggested that a masonry block with slit windows was part of a third phase of construction. 
Other features included a mill pond and millrace, a corn-drying kiln, industrial features, and the 
remains of a medieval village. It appears to have functioned as a major centre for commercial and 
agricultural activities, with documented annual fairs and features such as those described above.  

Three small boulders bearing cup marks were also discovered in the course of excavations at 
Carrickmines Castle (SMR DU026-145, DU025-146). This part of South County Dublin contains 
frequent rock outcrops, some of which were treated in this way in prehistory. 

The occupation of the area is well defined due to its location within the 15th century Pale 
boundary, a portion of which (RMP DU026-122) is situated c. 440m to the northeast of the subject 
site. 

Table 1 RMP / SMR sites within 1km of the proposed development site 

RMP / SMR no. Townland Classification 

DU026-018 Carrickmines Great Cross 

DU026-122 Carrickmines Great Linear Earthwork  

DU026-135 Carrickmines Great Fulacht Fiadh  

DU026-005001 Carrickmines Great Castle – unclassified  

DU026-005002 Carrickmines Great Bawn  

DU026-005003 Carrickmines Great Fortification  

DU026-005004 Carrickmines Great Mill 

DU026-005005 Carrickmines Great Castle - Ringwork 

DU026-145 Carrickmines Great Rock Art  

DU026-146 Carrickmines Great Rock Art 

DU026-150 Carrickmines Great Fulacht Fiadh  
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Figure 3  RMP / SMR sites within 1km of the proposed development 

3.1.3. PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

There have been no previous archaeological investigations within the subject lands. The online 
Excavations Bulletin for archaeological investigations records a number of archaeological 
investigations which have been undertaken within 1km of the study area, they are displayed on 
the table below (Table 2) and in Figure 4. Archaeological investigations undertaken in the wider 
landscape are discussed in detail in Section 3.1.1. 

As discussed above archaeological testing at the site of the cross base (RMP DU026-018) adjacent 
to the proposed development site did not reveal any features and may indicate that the cross did 
indeed mark an early routeway (Dennehy 2004b; Licence No. 04E0114). 

Of the previous investigations to have taken place within 1km of the subject site, excavations at 
Carrickmines Castle and its surrounding environs have proven to be the most significant. The 
excavations revealed a well-defended medieval landscape which included a revetted fosse, two 
outer earthen banks and fosse, an earlier ringwork castle type enclosure featuring a massive fosse, 
an outer fosse and associated banks, a mill pond and mill race, house sites, industrial features, the 
main castle entrance, and a medieval village (Clinton 2000, 2001, 2002; Licence No. 00E0525). Up 
to 8,000 pieces of medieval pottery, coins, cannon balls and other weapons, textiles and more 
than 10,000 pieces of post-medieval pottery dating to the time when the manor house was built 
(depicted on the Down Survey) were found during the excavations. 

The investigations also revealed two burial sites, containing the remains of 15 individuals and a 
large quantity of disarticulated bone, representing a minimum of 15 individuals aged between 3 
and 45 years old. Several of the articulated individuals showed signs of sharp force injury or blunt 
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force trauma. Associated finds included a musket ball, as well as twelve coins dating to the reigns 
of Elizabeth I and James I. These gave a terminus post quem of 1608AD.  

Archaeological investigations of the complex at Carrickmines Castle also revealed evidence of 
prehistoric activity, comprising occupation associated with grooved ware and a possible fulacht 
fiadh in Ballyogan townland (Breen 2003a; Licence No. 02E0481) and a prehistoric settlement site 
with both Neolithic and Bronze Age evidence in Carrickmines Great (Ó Drisceoil 2005; Licence No. 
02E0272).  

Additional archaeological investigations in the surrounding area produced further evidence of 
fulachta fiadh, burnt mound activity and prehistoric occupation sites. Excavations in advance of 
infrastructure works in 2004 identified several sites associated with burnt mound activity, as well 
as a cremation pit (Tobin 2004; Licence No: 04E0773). Monitoring of the south-eastern (M50) 
motorway uncovered a number of Bronze Age houses, pits, post-holes and a central hearth 
(Conboy 2006b; Licence No: 02E0700). Almost 1400 pieces of struck or worked flint were 
discovered, as well as pottery that has been dated to the Early Bronze Age. 

Recent archaeological investigations related to the continuing development of this area have 
revealed further prehistoric sites, including urn burials, a cremation deposit and a penannular 
enclosure at Brennanstown (Kavanagh 2018; Licence No. 18E0650). Possible early medieval 
features have also been revealed at Tiknick (Licence No. 18E0248). 

Table 2 Previous archaeological investigations within 1km of the proposed development 

Licence 
no. 

Townland Findings 

96E0236 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

98E0265 Carrickmines Great Possible House 

00E0098 Carrickmines Great Post-medieval ridge and furrow 

00E0525 Carrickmines Great Medieval/post-medieval castle site with associated earthworks 

00E3332 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

01E1229 Carrickmines Great Series of sites. Medieval and post-medieval complex. Features included: 
medieval kiln, mill, revetted fosse, human remains and enclosure. Post-
medieval phase was mainly represented by quarrying activity. 

02E0115 Carrickmines Great Hearth and Pit 

02E0116 Carrickmines Great Pit of undetermined date 

02E0117 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

02E0272 Carrickmines Great Prehistoric settlement consisting of a hut site, a fulacht fiadh, an early Neolithic 
pit, a Bronze Age bowl furnace, external hearths and a series of post-holes and 
pits 

02E0481 Carrickmines Great Possible Fulacht Fia 

02E0535 Carrickmines Great Possible continuation of pale boundary 

02E0560 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

02E0563 Carrickmines Great Pit of undetermined date 

02E0700 Carrickmines Great Bronze Age flint knapping site 

02E1130 Carrickmines Great Fulacht Fia 

02E1131 Carrickmines Great Medieval Ditch 

04E0114 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

04E0773 Carrickmines Great Fulacht Fiadh and associated burnt mound activity, cremation pit. 

05E0459 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

05E0756 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

05E1273 Carrickmines Great No archaeological significance 

09E0300 Carrickmines Great Possible continuation of pale boundary 

18E0650 Brennanstown Four pit burials containing urns, a cremation deposit, a pit containing token 
burnt bone deposit, and penannular enclosure. 

18E0206 Glenamuck South No archaeological significance 

18E0248 Tiknick Possible early medieval features – Scatter of pits, hearth, kiln. 
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Licence 
no. 

Townland Findings 

21E0585 Glenamuck North No archaeological significance 

E004059 Brennanstown Possible prehistoric features. 

E003284 Brennanstown One find – a gilded copper alloy rococo shoe buckle 

 

 

Figure 4 Previous archaeological investigations within 1km of proposed development site 
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3.2. CULTURAL HERITAGE 

3.2.1. TOWNLAND NAMES 

The proposed development site is located within the townland of Carrickmines Great, in the 
barony of Rathdown, Co. Dublin. Carrickmines Great borders the townlands of Ballyogan and 
Carrickmines Little to the north, Brennanstown and Laughanstown to the east, Jamestown, 
Glenamuck North and Glenamuck South to the west and Ticknick to the south. 

Carrickmines (Carraig Mhaighin) translates to ‘Rock of the Little Plains’. Carrickmines and 
surrounding townlands are quite rocky with rock outcrops visible throughout the area. The Gaelic 
name was maintained with the Anglo-Norman and English occupation of the area, with the ‘s’ 
probably added in the 18th century. 

Glenamuck (Ghleann na Muc) is derived from ‘The Glen of the Pigs’. The name was in use at least 
as early as 1407 when it was recorded in the Chartularies of St. Mary’s Abbey (www.logainm.ie). 
It may suggest that the area was quite wooded in order to sustain populations of wild pig. The 
preservation of the Irish name suggests communities of Gaelic Irish, which Ball (1902) confirms 
was the case at least as late as the late 17th century. 

3.2.2. TOWNLAND BOUNDARIES 

The southwest edge of the site, where the site meets Rockville Drive, coincides with the townland 
boundary between Carrickmines Great and Glenamuck South. Townland boundaries may date to 
the early medieval period and are composed of varying natural or manmade topographical 
features such as watercourses, ditches, banks or tree lines. This townland boundary is comprised 
of mature trees and hedgerow. 

3.3. CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 

3.3.1. THE DOWN SURVEY (1656-1659) 

The map of the County Dublin names Carrickmines (Carrickmaine) and Glenamuck (Glanmuck). 
The map of the Barony of Rathdown similarly labels these areas, with Carrickmines Castle depicted 
as a Tudor-style building alongside a small cluster of buildings (Figure 5). The parish map notes 
that Theobald Walsh, an Irish Papist, owned the land of ‘Carrickmaim & Glanmuck’ comprising 844 
acres. 
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Figure 5 Down survey map of the County Dublin and the Barony of Rathdown 

3.3.2. JOHN ROCQUE’S ‘AN ACTUAL SURVEY OF THE COUNTY OF DUBLIN’ (1760) 

Rocque’s map of county Dublin in 1760 (Figure 6) provides more detail than the Down survey 
maps. The settlement of Carrickmines is shown to the south of an easterly flowing river or stream 
in a deep ditch, alongside of which is a footpath stretching from Carrickmines to Kilgobbin Castle. 
As the banks of Pale earthworks were frequently used as paths or roadways this may signify that 
this earthwork was in use as a path prior to the construction of the Ballyogan Road in 1800.  

The approximate site of study area on Rocque’s map lies within agricultural fields on the northern 
slope of Carrickmines Hill. There is a road running west of the site that crosses over the hill. A 
farmstead is shown to the north of the site which is likely to be the present Springfield Farm. 
Glenamuck road had yet to be constructed. 
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Figure 6 Rocque’s map of County Dublin (1760) 

3.3.3. ALEXANDER TAYLOR’S ‘MAP OF THE ENVIRONS OF DUBLIN’ (1816) 

In the intervening years between Rocque’s 1760 and Taylor’s 1816 map (Figure 7), the present 
Glanamuck (Glenamuck) and Ballyrogan (Ballyogan) roads were laid out; both are annotated ‘New 
Road’ on the map. Carrickmines appears to have grown considerably in size with several new 
structures within the village and along the roads leading into it. The former medieval road to 
Kiltiernan now terminates at a small complex of buildings which may be the present Springfield 
farm. No detail is shown within or in the vicinity of the study area. 

 

Figure 7 Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin (1816) 
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3.3.4. FIRST EDITION ORDNANCE SURVEY (OS) SIX-INCH MAP, 1837 

The first edition Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch map provides the earliest complete survey of the 
townland of Carrickmines Great (Figure 8). For the first time, the outline of the field boundary 
encompassing the study area can be seen. The area is still depicted as agricultural lands, with little 
or no new developments. One of the most striking changes evident since Taylor’s 1816 map is the 
reduction in size of Carrickmines village. Carrickmines Castle is marked as ‘Site of Castle’, with few 
houses surviving along the roads that lead into the village. The detail available on the six-inch map 
preserves traces of the former road network. The south-eastern road from Carrickmines to Pucks 
Castle / Shankill appears to have been abandoned as a roadway and its southern section 
incorporated into the surrounding fields.  

There are no features indicated within the proposed development site. There are farm buildings 
to the north of the site on Springfield Farm that are surrounded by an enclosure planted with trees 
with square annex to the southwest. There is an access track from the farm buildings into the 
neighbouring field to the east of the site, this may be a former road that was indicated on Rocque’s 
earlier map. The southeastern boundary is formed by the Glenamuck South and Carrickmines 
Great townland boundary, a watercourse that flows into Dingle Glen further south. To the east of 
the site there is a large swathe of bog land indicated.  

 

Figure 8 Proposed development site on First Edition six-inch OS map 

3.3.5. REVISED EDITION ORDNANCE SURVEY (OS) 25-INCH MAP, 1909 

The 25-inch OS map (1909) shows further development of the Carrickmines Great area (Figure 9). 
While the study area remains unoccupied and undeveloped. There is however evidence of general 



 

19 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

land improvement measures in the vicinity, with various watercourses diverted, realigned, and 
canalised along the field boundaries. There is a spring indicated at the northern end of the site 
and a Lime Kiln (L.K) associated with the collection of farm buildings to the north.  

 

Figure 9 Proposed development site on Revised Edition 25-inch OS map 

3.3.6. REVISED EDITION ORDNANCE SURVEY (OS) SIX-INCH MAP, 1937 

Similar to earlier map, the proposed development site remained unchanged at the time of the 
revised edition survey, and the land is still left unoccupied and undeveloped (Figure 10). However, 
there is considerable change within the wider vicinity, reflecting the general spread of residential 
development in the outskirts of Dublin in the 1920s and 1930s, there are named houses such as 
Glenhest, Annagh, Dunluce, Drumkey etc on the Glenamuck Road, and the farm buildings to the 
north are named Springfield, undoubtedly named after the aforementioned spring. The presence 
of a 38kv line also indicates that the area enjoyed the benefits of an electricity supply at a time 
when much of the country outside of County Dublin still did not. To the northwest of subject site, 
several new properties are depicted and the present property and field boundaries are now in 
place.  
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Figure 10 Proposed development site on Revised Edition six-inch OS map (1937) 

3.4. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Inspection of the aerial photographic coverage and satellite imagery of the study area held by the 
Ordnance Survey (1995, 2000, 2005 and 2013), Google Earth (2005–2018), Bing Maps (2017) and 
Digital Globe (2017, Figure 11) was carried out as part of this assessment. The subject land consists 
of an irregular greenfield site bordered with dense shrub and tree planting. The land remains 
relatively unaltered since the first available aerial photographs in 2000, with the exception of a 
small area stripped in the northeast corner of the site in c. 2012. More recent Digital Globe (2017) 
images show that grassland has since reclaimed the area. No previously unidentified features of 
archaeological potential were noted. 

3.5. BUILT HERITAGE 

There are no protected structures or National Inventory of Architectural Heritage sites recorded 
on or within the vicinity of the study area. The closest structure listed on the National Inventory 
of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) is Rockville House, Glenamuck Road (NIAH Reg No. 60260040) 
c.850m southwest. The detached two-storey farmhouse was constructed c. 1757 and is set within 
landscaped grounds. 
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4. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

The proposed development seeks to demolish existing outbuildings on site and provide for the 
construction of 167 no. residential units, a childcare facility with a GFA of 188 sq.m., associated 
internal roads, pedestrian and cycle paths, open space, and all associated site and infrastructural 
works (Figure 2). 

The residential component of the development consists of 98 no. apartments and 69 no. houses, 
to be provided as follows: 

▪ 30 no. 1-bed apartments;  
▪ 47 no. 2-bed apartments;  
▪ 21 no. 3-bed apartments; 
▪ 43 no. 4-bed (Type A, A1 and D) houses; 
▪ 26 no. 3-bed (Type B, C and E) houses; 

The 98 no. apartments are to be provided within 3 no. apartment buildings of 5 no. storeys in 
height, each over basement level, with adjacent surface car parking. The houses consist of 2 and 
3 storey terraced, semi-detached and detached dwellings. 

The proposal contains a total of 237 no. car parking spaces, including 173 no. at surface level and 
64 no. at basement level, 253 no. bicycle parking spaces, including 34 no. at surface level and 219 
no. secure spaces at ground floor level of the apartment buildings, and 6 no. motorcycle parking 
spaces at basement level. The vehicular access to the development is to be provided from 
Cairnbrook residential estate to the west, including associated works to facilitate same. A 
vehicular entrance is also proposed from Springfield Lane to access the house proposed on the 
northern part of the site. Pedestrian and cycle links are proposed to Springfield Lane to the north 
and to link to the permitted development (Reg. Ref.: PC/H/01/19) at Rockville Drive / Glenamuck 
Cottages to the south. 

Bin stores, plant rooms and block cores are located at basement and ground floor level of the 
apartment buildings. The proposed development includes private amenity space, consisting of 
balconies / terraces for all apartments and private gardens for the houses, public and communal 
open space, including children’s play areas and an ancillary play area for the childcare facility, PV 
panels and green roofs at roof level of the apartment buildings, public lighting, utilities 
infrastructure and an ESB Substation. The proposal includes all associated site and infrastructural 
works, including tie-ins to existing infrastructure in the Cairnbrook residential estate, foul and 
surface water drainage, attenuation tanks, hard and soft landscaping, boundary treatments, 
internal roads, cyclepaths and footpaths.  

5. FIELD ASSESSMENT 

5.1. SITE INSPECTION 

A field inspection was carried out on the 29th of July 2021 on a clear bright day by Siobhán Deery 
and Daniel Moraghan. Site investigation (SI) trial holes were being carried out on site at the time 
which provided a good opportunity to examine the nature of the subsoils within the field. Due to 
the height of the vegetation within the site, there was no ground surface visibility. 

The subject site is located on the western slopes of Carrickmines Hill and inclines generally towards 
the southwest. It comprises a large irregular shaped field of overgrown fallow pasture (Field 1), a 
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small rectangular field that is overgrown and covered in heaps of rubble (Field 2) and a small yard 
and farm access track providing access to the field from the north (Figure 11). 

Field 1 slopes to the southwest from the highest point in the fields northeast corner, it is dished 
in the central area. At the north eastern corner of the site there is an excellent view of the 
surrounding terrain (Plate 1). The lower eastern side of the field is damp and boggy with stands of 
stagnant water, it is overgrown with reeds and water loving plants. This area of the field would 
have the potential for fulacht fiadh sites, which are often found in boggy environments where the 
water table is high. This was confirmed in the SI test trenches in this area where the subsoil 
comprised peaty clay. The area of waterlogged ground is depicted in Figure 13 within what will be 
predominantly an open green space. 

The soils in the remainder of the field comprised mid- light brown sandy clay soils with infrequent 
granite boulders (Plate 2). There was no evidence of granite bedrock close to the surface which is 
found in the general area. A visual search of the upcast of the material in the test trenches did not 
reveal anything of interest in the soil such as pottery etc.  

The field is bound to the east, south and west by earthen banks, ditches (which could not be 
accessed) and mature hedgerow that is overgrown. A yard and modern farm buildings / sheds are 
located at the north end of the access track, with the sheds abutting the roadway. 

No features of archaeological potential were identified during the walkover survey.  

 

Figure 11 Digital Globe (2017) image of the study area (outlined in red) 
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Plate 1 View of the site from the northeast 

Plate 2 Example of one of the open test pits 

5.2. GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 

A geophysical survey was undertaken of the proposed development site by Joanna Leigh under 
licence (Licence no.: 22R0090; Leigh 2022; Figure 12). Not all of the proposed development area 
was suitable for geophysical survey, owing to inaccessibility or overgrown vegetation. 

The survey revealed an area of increased magnetic response (Anomaly 1) in the southwest of the 
application area. It is possible that this is the result of modern ground disturbance, but a cautious 
interpretation is that it may be a spread of burnt material of archaeological interest. This sort of 
spread would be consistent with that of a burnt mound or fulacht fiadh. Given the proliferation of 
other fulachta fiadh in the area (see Section 3.1.1.2) and the observations which were made at 
the time of the site inspection (Section 5.1), this interpretation is highly plausible. 
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Figure 12 Summary interpretation of geophysical survey of proposed development site (Licence no.: 

22R0090; Leigh 2022) 

6. POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

There are no recorded archaeological monuments within the subject site, cartographic sources 
and historical research did not reference the presence of any sites. The closest site is a cross base 
(DU026-018), now located within Springfield farm, and archaeological testing in the vicinity of the 
site did not reveal any features and may indicate that the cross marked an early routeway between 
Tully to the east and Jamestown to the west rather than a site. There will be no impact to this 
monument. 

The area however is considered to have a general greenfield archaeological potential. Previous 
archaeological investigations have demonstrated that the wider landscape is rich in prehistoric, 
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early medieval, medieval, and post-medieval archaeological monuments and sites. Notably, many 
of these sites had no surface expression and/or their exact locations or extents were previously 
unknown.  

The presence of six known fulachta fiadh (Bronze Age cooking sites) in the vicinity of the site 
reflects a significant level of activity during the Bronze Age that is also indicated by the possible 
flat cemetery in Jamestown and cremation burial complex in Kilgobbin. The prevalence of fulachta 
fiadh is unsurprising given the topography in the general area. Such sites are typically found close 
to streams, in former wetland or waterlogged ground and are commonly found in groups. Several 
streams are depicted in the general study area on the first edition OS map (1837), including one 
that flows across the property; this had been diverted to the field boundary ditch by the time of 
the 1871 OS map edition. The western part of the site is very damp and waterlogged, and 
geophysical survey has indicated an adjacent anomaly of archaeological interest which may be a 
fulacht fiadh. 

The majority of the waterlogged area will be a public open space, which will minimise the amount 
of ground disturbance required. The edges of it will be developed, however, and a terrace of 
houses is proposed at the site of the geophysical anomaly (Figure 13). 

 

Figure 13 Site of potential fulacht fiadh on plan of proposed development 
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The Carrickmines Great / Glenamuck South townland boundary corresponds with the 
southwestern boundary of the site where it abuts Rockville Drive. The proposed development will 
preserve a number of trees across the development with the aim of maintaining the urban/ rural 
character of the area, including the hedgerow which creates this boundary. This measure will 
maintain this cultural heritage feature as an existing tree-lined boundary within the development. 

7. CONCLUSIONS & MITIGATION MEASURES 

It is recommended that topsoil stripping be undertaken at the site of the geophysical anomaly to 
confirm if it is archaeological and to determine its extent. Should it be confirmed as archaeological, 
this will be followed by a full excavation to be carried out well in advance of the construction 
works. Archaeological monitoring of earth moving works is also recommended across the site in 
order to identify any potential features not detected by the geophysical survey. 

This will be undertaken with the supervision of a suitably qualified archaeologist under licence 
from the National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage (DHLGH). 

The developer will make provision to allow for and fund whatever archaeological work may be 
required at the site and the post excavation requirements in accordance with the National 
Monuments Legislation (1930–2004; Appendix 1). 

These recommendations are subject to the approval of the National Monuments Service, 
DHLGH All archaeological work is to be carried out under licence to the DHLGH.  

 

  



 

27 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

8. REFERENCES 

Ball, F.E. 1902. A History of the County of Dublin, Part I. Dublin. 

Baldwin, C. & Deery, S. 2021. ‘Greenfield site adjoining Cairnbrook Estate, Glenamuck Road, 
Carrickmines Great, Dublin 18’. Unpublished report: Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd. 

Brady, N. 1998. ‘Preliminary Report. Archaeological Monitoring. Foul Sewer Outfall, Carrickmines 
and Jamestown Td, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 98E0119. Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Breen, T.C. 2003a. ‘Preliminary Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Burnt Spread, Ballyogan 
(Site 70), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 02E0481. Unpublished report: Valerie 
J. Keeley Ltd. 

Breen, T.C. 2003b. ‘Preliminary Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Burnt Spread, 
Murphystown (Site 73M), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin.’ Licence no. 02E0699. 
Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Breen, T.C. 2003c. ‘Preliminary Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Cemetery and Other 
Features at Murphystown (Site 6), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin.’ Licence no. 02E0153. 
Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Breen, T.C. 2003d. ‘Preliminary Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Burnt Spread at Carmanhall 
and Leopardstown (Site 65M), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin.’ Licence no. 02E0330. 
Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Brindley A.L and Lanting J.N. 1990. ‘The dating of fulachta fiadh’ in V. Buckley (Ed) Burnt offerings. 
Bray: Wordwell. 

Clinton, M. 2000. ‘Carrickmines Castle, Carrickmines Great, Dublin’. Licence no. 00E0525. Available 
at https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Dublin/0005039/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Clinton, M. 2001. ‘Carrickmines Great, Dublin’. Licence no. 00E0525. Available at 
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Dublin/0006273/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Clinton, M. 2002. ‘Carrickmines Castle, Carrickmines Great, Dublin’. Licence no. 00E0525. Available 
at https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Dublin/0007796/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Conboy, G. 2002. ‘Final Report. Archaeological Excavation of Furrows and Burnt Mound Material, 
Carrickmines Great (Site 75M), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 02E1130. 
Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeey Ltd. 

Conboy, G. 2004. ‘Final Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Possible Fulacht Fiadh at Ballyogan 
(Site 80M), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin’. Licence 02E1276. Unpublished report: Valerie J. 
Keeey Ltd. 

Conboy, G. 2006a. ‘Final Report. Archaeological Excavation of a Burnt Stone Mound, Pits, Stone 
Lined Drains, Spring Bowl and Post-Holes at Carrickmines Great (Site 79), South Eastern Motorway, 
Co. Dublin.’ Licence no. 02E1188. Unpublished report: Valerie J. Keeey Ltd. 

Conboy, G. 2006b. ‘Final Report. Archaeological Excavation of a hearth, pits and postholes (Site 
63M), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 02E0700. Unpublished report: Valerie J. 
Keeley Ltd. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Dublin/0005039/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Dublin/0006273/
https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Dublin/0007796/


 

28 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

Corlett, C. 1999. Antiquities of Old Rathdown. Wordwell, Bray. 

Cryerhall, A. 2004. ‘Archaeological Excavation Report. Phase 3 Development, Kilgobbin, Co. 
Dublin’. Licence no. 03E0717. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Deery, S 2003. ‘Proposed development on Glenamuck Road, Carrickmines’ Unpublished report: 
Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd. 

Deery, S. 2006. ‘Archaeological Appraisal. Barrington Tower, Brennanstown Road, Carrickmines, 
South County Dublin’. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Deery, S. 2021. ‘Archaeological Impact Assessment. Lands at Greenmount and Dun Óir Glenamuck, 
Enniskerry Road, Kilternan, Co. Dublin 18’. Licence 21E0585. Unpublished report: Courtney Deery 
Heritage Consultancy Ltd. 

Dennehy, E. 2004a. ‘Archaeological Excavation Report. Block 7 ‘Belarmine’, Kilgobbin, Dublin’. 
Licence no. 04E0566. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Dennehy E. 2004b. ‘Archaeological Assessment, Glenamuck Road, Carrickmines Great, Dublin’. 
Licence no. 04E0114. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd. 

Duffy, P. 2016. ‘Brennanstown, Dublin’. Licence no. 16E0526. Available at 
https://excavations.ie/report/2016/Dublin/0025311/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Duffy, P. 2019. ‘Druid’s Glen Link Road N11, Brennanstown, Dublin’. Licence no. 16E0468. 
Available at https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Dublin/0029740/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Goodbody, R 1993. ‘Pale ditch in south County Dublin’ Archaeology Ireland 7(3), 24–5 

Hagen, I. 2002. ‘Archaeological Monitoring and Test Excavations, Phase 2 Development, 
Kilgobbin/Newtown Little, Co. Dublin. Licence nos. 02E0906, 02E1104, 02E1196, 02E1220. 
Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd. 

Hagen, I. 2003 ‘Preliminary Excavation Report, Phase 2 Development, Kilgobbin, Co. Dublin’. 
Licence no. 02E1173ext. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd. 

Hagen, I. 2004. ‘Archaeological Excavations Interim Report. Phase 3 Development, Kilgobbin, Co. 
Dublin’. Licence no. 03E0306. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Joyce, W.S.J 1912. The Neighbourhood of Dublin, Dublin. 

Kavanagh, L. 2018. ‘Brennanstown, Priorsland, Dublin’. Licence no. 18E0650. Available at 
https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Dublin/0027107/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

Leigh, J. 2022. ‘Geophysical Survey Report. Carrickmines Great, Carrickmines, County Dublin’. 
Licence no. 22R0090. Unpublished report: J.M. Leigh Surveys Ltd. 

Lewis, S. 1837. A topographical dictionary of Ireland, London. 

Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 1999. ‘Carrickmines-Bray Gas Pipeline. Preliminary Report’. Licence 
no. 98E0445. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2016/Dublin/0025311/
https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Dublin/0029740/
https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Dublin/0027107/


 

29 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

McIllreavy, D. 2018a. ‘Cherrywood SDZ Phase 1 Infrastructure, Dublin’. Licence no. 15E0471. 
Available at https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Dublin/0027138/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

McIllreavy, D. 2018b. ‘Ticknick and Laughanstown, Dublin’. Licence no. 18E0248. Available at 
https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Dublin/0026400/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

McIllreavy, D. & Tobin, M. 2015. ‘Ticknick Park, Ticknick and Laughanstown, Dublin’. Licence no. 
15E0469. Available at https://excavations.ie/report/2015/Dublin/0025022/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

McIllreavy, D. & Tobin, M. 2016. ‘Tully Park, Laughanstown, Dublin’. Ministerial Consent no. 
E004640. Available at https://excavations.ie/report/2016/Dublin/0024795/ (Accessed 7/12/21) 

National Museum of Ireland Topographical Files 

O’Brien, Y., Deery, S. & Baldwin, C. 2021. ‘Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Report. Residential 
Development at Carrickmines Great, Glenamuck Road, Carrickmines Great, Dublin 18’. 
Unpublished report: Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd. 

O’Donovan, E. 1999. ‘Phase IV Archaeological Monitoring Report at Cherrywood and 
Laughanstown, Co. Dublin.’ Licence no. 97E0279. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Ó Drisceoil, C. 2005. ‘Draft Final Report. Archaeological Excavation, Carrickmines Great (Sites 59-
62), South Eastern Motorway, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 02E0272. Unpublished report: Valerie J. 
Keely Ltd. 

Ó Drisceoil, C. 2007. ‘Life and death in the Iron Age at Carrickmines Great, Co. Dublin’, The Journal 
of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, Vol. 137, pp.2-28 

Ó hÉailidhe, P. 1959 ‘Some unpublished antiquities of the Early Christian period in the Dublin area’. 
Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland 89, 205-6. 

O’Keeffe, T. 1992. ‘Medieval frontiers and fortifications: The Pale and its evolution’, in Aalen, 
F.H.A. and Whelan, K. (eds.) Dublin City and County: from prehistory to present. Geography 
Publications, Dublin, pp. 57-77. 

Ó Néill, J. 2000. ‘Preliminary Excavation Report. Cherrywood, Co. Dublin, Area C.’ Licence no. 
99E0523. Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Powell, T.G.E 1941. ‘Megalithic Tombs in South-Eastern Ireland’, JRSAI, Vol. LXXI - Vol. XI, 9-23.  

Seaver, M. & Keeley, V.J. 2003. ‘Draft Report on the Archaeological Excavation of an 
Archaeological Complex. Laughanstown Townland, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 00E0283. Unpublished 
report: Valerie J. Keeley Ltd. 

Tobin, R. 2004. ‘Excavation Report. Carrickmines Great, Co. Dublin’. Licence no. 04E0773. 
Unpublished report: Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. 

Waddell, J 1998 The Prehistoric Archaeology of Ireland, Wordwell, Bray. 

Waddell, J. 1970. ‘Irish Bronze Age cists: a survey’. The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries 
of Ireland, 100 (1), pp. 91-139. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Dublin/0027138/
https://excavations.ie/report/2015/Dublin/0025022/
https://excavations.ie/report/2016/Dublin/0024795/


 

30 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

8.1. ONLINE SOURCES 

www.archaeology.ie 

www.downsurvey.tcd.ie 

www.excavations.ie 

www.heritagemaps.ie 

www.libguides.ucd.ie 

www.logainm.ie 

www.osi.ie 

 

 

  



 

31 

Glenamuck SHD Archaeology Report  

APPENDIX 1 SUMMARY OF RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

National Monuments Legislation (1930-2004) 

The National Monument Act, 1930 (as amended) provides the formal legal mechanism to protect 
monuments in Ireland. Protection of a monument is provided via:   

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP); 

National Monument in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural & 
Gaeltacht Affairs or a Local Authority; 

National Monument subject to a Preservation Order (or temporary Preservation Order); 

Register of Historic Monuments (RHM). 

The definition of a monument is specified as: 

any artificial or partly artificial building, structure or erection or group of such buildings, structures 
or erections; 

any artificial cave, stone or natural product, whether forming part of the ground, that has been 
artificially carved, sculptured or worked upon or which (where it does not form part of the place 
where it is) appears to have been purposely put or arranged in position; 

any, or any part of any, prehistoric or ancient tomb, grave or burial deposit, or (ii) ritual, industrial 
or habitation site; and 

any place comprising the remains or traces of any such building, structure or erection, any cave, 
stone or natural product or any such tomb, grave, burial deposit or ritual, industrial or habitation 
site. 

Under Section 14 of the Principal Act (1930): 

It shall be unlawful... 

to demolish or remove wholly or in part or to disfigure, deface, alter, or in any manner injure or 
interfere with any such national monument without or otherwise than in accordance with the 
consent hereinafter mentioned (a licence issued by the Office of Public Works National 
Monuments Branch), 

or 

to excavate, dig, plough or otherwise disturb the ground within, around, or in the proximity to any 
such national monument without or otherwise than in accordance... 

Under Amendment to Section 23 of the Principal Act (1930): 

A person who finds an archaeological object shall, within four days after the finding, make a report 
of it to a member of the Garda Síochána...or the Director of the National Museum... 
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The latter is of relevance to any finds made during a watching brief. 

In the 1994 Amendment of Section 12 of the Principal Act (1930), all the sites and ‘places’ recorded 
by the Sites and Monuments Record of the Office of Public Works are provided with a new status 
in law. This new status provides a level of protection to the listed sites that is equivalent to that 
accorded to ‘registered’ sites [Section 8(1), National Monuments Amendment Act 1954] as 
follows: 

The Commissioners shall establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where they 
believe there are monuments and the record shall be comprised of a list of monuments and such 
places and a map or maps showing each monument and such place in respect of each county in 
the State. 

The Commissioners shall cause to be exhibited in a prescribed manner in each county the list and 
map or maps of the county drawn up and publish in a prescribed manner information about when 
and where the lists and maps may be consulted. 

In addition, when the owner or occupier (not being the Commissioners) of a monument or place 
which has been recorded, or any person proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the carrying 
out of, any work at or in relation to such monument or place, he shall give notice in writing of his 
proposal to carry out the work to the Commissioners and shall not, except in the case of urgent 
necessity and with the consent of the Commissioners, commence the work for a period of two 
months after having given the notice. 

The National Monuments Amendment Act enacted in 2004 provides clarification in relation to the 
division of responsibilities between the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 
Finance and Arts, Sports and Tourism together with the Commissioners of Public Works. The 
Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government will issue directions relating to 
archaeological works and will be advised by the National Monuments Section and the National 
Museum of Ireland. The Act gives discretion to the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government to grant consent or issue directions in relation to road developments (Section 49 and 
51) approved by An Bord Pleanála and/or in relation to the discovery of National Monuments. 

14A. (1) The consent of the Minister under section 14 of this Act and any further consent or licence 
under any other provision of the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004 shall not be required 
where the works involved are connected with an approved road development. 

14A. (2) Any works of an archaeological nature that are carried out in respect of an approved road 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the directions of the Minister, which 
directions shall be issued following consultation by the minister with the Director of the National 
Museum of Ireland. 

Subsection 14A (4)  Where a national monument has been discovered to which subsection (3) of 
this section relates, then the road authority carrying out the road development shall report the 
discovery to the Minister subject to subsection (7) of this section, and pending any directions by 
the Minister under paragraph (d) of this subsection, no works which would interfere with the 
monument shall be carried out, except works urgently required to secure its preservation carried 
out in accordance with such measures as may be specified by the Minister. 

The Minister will consult with the Director of the National Museum of Ireland for a period not 
longer than 14 days before issuing further directions in relation to the national monument. 
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The Minister will not be restricted to archaeological considerations alone, but will also consider 
the wider public interest. 

Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act, 1999 

This Act provides for the establishment of a national inventory of architectural heritage and 
historic monuments. 

Section 1 of the act defines “architectural heritage” as: 

(a) all structures and buildings together with their settings and attendant grounds, fixtures and 
fittings, 

(b) groups of such structures and buildings, and, 

(c) sites 

which are of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 
interest. 

Section 2 of the Act states that the Minister (for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) shall 
establish the NIAH, determining its form and content, defining the categories of architectural 
heritage, and specifying to which category each entry belongs. The information contained within 
the inventory will be made available to planning authorities, having regard to the security and 
privacy of both property and persons involved. 

Section 3 of the Act states that the Minister may appoint officers, who may in turn request access 
to premises listed in the inventory from the occupiers of these buildings. The officer is required to 
inform the occupier of the building why entry is necessary, and in the event of a refusal, can apply 
for a warrant to enter the premises. 

Section 4 of the Act states that obstruction of an officer or a refusal to comply with requirements of 
entry will result in the owner or occupier being guilty of an offence. 

Section 5 of the Act states that sanitary authorities who carry out works on a monument covered 
by this Act will as far as possible preserve the monument with the proviso that its condition is not 
a danger to any person or property, and that the sanitation authority will inform the Minister that 
the works have been carried out. 

The provisions in the Act are in addition to and not a substitution for provisions of the National 
Monument Act (1930–94), and the protection of monuments in the National Monuments Act is 
extended to the monuments covered by the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and 
Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (1999). 

The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1999 

The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1999, which came into force on 1st 
January 2000, provides for the inclusion of protected structures into the planning authorities’ 
development plans and sets out statutory regulations regarding works affecting such structures, 
thereby giving greater statutory protection to buildings. All structures listed in the development  
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plan are now referred to as Protected Structures and enjoy equal statutory protection. Under the 
1999 Act the entire structure is protected, including a structures interior, exterior, the land lying 
within the curtilage of the protected structure and other structures within that curtilage. This Act 
was subsequently repealed and replaced by the Planning and Development Act, 2000, where the 
conditions relating to the protection of architectural heritage are set out in Part IV of the Act. 

Protected Structures, Curtilage & Attendant Grounds 

A protected structure is defined in the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000 
as any structure or specified part of a structure, which is included in the planning authorities’ 
Record of Protected Structures (RPS). Section 57 (1) of the 2000 Act states that “…the carrying out 
of works to a protected structure, or a proposed protected structure, shall be exempted 
development only if those works would not materially affect the character of 

(a) the structure, or 

(b) any element of the structure, which contributes to its special architectural, historical, 
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. 

By definition, a protected structure includes the land lying within the curtilage of the protected 
structure and other structures within that curtilage and their interiors. The notion of curtilage is 
not defined by legislation, but according to Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2004) and for the purposes of this report it can be taken to be the parcel of 
land immediately associated with that structure and which is (or was) in use for the purpose of 
the structure. 

The attendant grounds of a structure are lands outside the curtilage of the structure but which 
are associated with the structure and are intrinsic to its function, setting and/or appreciation. The 
attendant grounds of a country house could include the entire demesne, or pleasure grounds, and 
any structures or features within it such as follies, plantations, lakes etc. 



 

35 

 

  



 

36 

 


